Half-an-inch was now sawn off the ends of both fragments, and the adhesions of the lower one separated, the cut surfaces of the bone could now be held in apposition, but whenever the support of the finger was removed they slipped. To obviate this, a hole was drilled with a brace through the divided ends of the fragments, and a steel peg, six inches long, and the eighth of an inch thick, passed obliquely through ; this held the surfaces in contact. A drainage tube was now introduced; the wound stitched, and Lister s antiseptic dressings applied. The limb was placed in a box splint specially made for the purpose, with an inside lateral splint.
7th October.?The temperature remained normal since the operation, the dressings were changed six times, the drainage tube being removed at the fourth dressing, a fortnight after the operation, when the wound was found healed, except at the upper and lower angles where the end of the peg and the drainage tube were placed.
On 10th October, the peg was found loose and was removed, and to-day the splints were taken off', and the bone was found solid, the patient being able to raise his thigh himself, which he hadn't done for eight months 14, was admitted on 10th September, with cleft soft palate. 11th September.?Operation performed in the usual manner; free division of the hamular muscles was easily effected, and benefit was derived from separation of the parts from the bones anteriorly. Dr. Lyon kindly supplied me with a needle, which he has had made for himself, it is slightly curved, with the eye close to the point. It is that used in sewing leather, but he will doubtless record a more detailed description of it himself. It passes through the tissues easily, does not cut, and from its shape the silk thread it carries is quickly seen.
Four silver stitches and one horse hair were employed, and during the whole operation, great comfort was derived from Rose's gag, which is so arranged that it remains where it is fixed by the operator.
4th October.?The parts have quite healed, and the patient was dismissed.
